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We have some changes taking place in Buffalo Theatre and here’s a look at some of 

the activity from one of our favorite organizations: 

Our new automated popcorn popper has been a wonderful upgrade in our concession.  

This has eliminated an unbelievable amount of time required for the manager to be at 

the theatre each week.  The recently eliminated process of heating the oil with the old 

wand and keeping all the containers filled so the concession crews can keep the 

popcorn poppin’ was an undertaking that nobody realizes the time it took and fortunately 

we have made the manager’s position SO much easier just with this one improvement.  

So we are absolutely tickled about this one! 

Our old concession lighted menu finally bit the dust and the cost of a replacement was 

inconveniently expensive.  So we simply purchased a few lighted neon marker boards 

and those seem to be working quite nicely and are plenty attractive. 

One of the little upgrades we’ve planned to make for a few years, but haven’t yet been 

able to, is next on our list!  Because it is more expensive than people would imagine, 

improved aisle lighting is something we’ve wanted but couldn’t afford.  We plan to run 

aisle lighting along the auditorium baseboards to make it easier for folks to see getting 

in and out.   

So that you know—this is one of our next upgrades we have in our sights-- and 

donations could certainly help us get that added more quickly! 

And now for accolades and updates: 

Karen Hickman was the Treasurer for Buffalo Theatre from the beginning (about 

December 2006) and continued until January 2014, when she announced her 

retirement and handed off those responsibilities to Aubrey Pruyser.  We are very 

thankful to have the younger folks coming in to step up and help make these volunteer 

operations run smoothly.  As well, we are very, very thankful for the colossal 

commitment Karen made to bring this project from nothing to what it is now. 

Were it not for Karen’s willingness to give up so much time and effort, the theatre likely 

would not be open.  The amount of time this project has taken is absolutely 

overwhelming and we certainly have benefitted from Karen’s involvement. 

The Buffalo Theatre Board has been a very extensive commitment as well.  These are 

the people who stuck out their necks and borrowed the money to make this project a 

reality!  We have paid off over $170,000 in loans and have only $20,000 to go!  (Your 

contributions would be excitedly appreciated!)   

Since the beginning, the Board of Buffalo Theatre has been Johnny Owens, Marie 

Turner, Melissa Shuman, Jimmy Morgan, and Cody Hickman.  Treasurer Karen 

Hickman, and Manager James Leonard. 



These Board members have done an exceptional job and each made the early 

commitment to remain on the Board until three particular and sizeable loans were paid 

off.  Now, with those loans paid off and only one small $20,000 note to go, they are 

beginning to “cycle off” of the Board to bring in new participation.  Jimmy Morgan 

nominated himself to be the first to go off, and Stacy Huenergardt was voted in as the 

first Board seat replacement.   

My goodness the volunteers that have kept the popcorn popping and the projector 

projecting….what a tremendous asset these people have been for this project! 

Certainly these volunteers are way too numerous to name, but think about the fact that 

almost every single weekend of every year over the course of seven years there have 

been at least 5 people per night working at the theatre!  That’s a never ending, rotating 

group of various volunteers, every weekend of every year.  So, figuring 50 weekends 

per yr/12.5 days per month, that’s in the neighborhood of 1050 days that have been 

given up by local citizens and this does not include all the extra movies and special 

showings and fundraisers and so forth!   

The Buffalo Poker Run has been a dedicated fundraiser for Buffalo Theatre and has 

been a significant factor in Buffalo Theatre success!    So “HATS OFF TO ALL 

BUFFALO THEATRE VOLUNTEERS!!” 

And lastly, you may have noticed by now that Delancie McLain is beginning to take care 

of many of the theatre responsibilities.  She expressed her interest and willingness to 

become the volunteer theatre manager and ol’ James is going to oblige.  She was 

therefore appointed Assistant Manager, and will be taking the helm at the end of May 

2014.  We have one last goal that we “old original” Buffalo Theatre team have been 

working toward and we will reach that goal next month.  I am very proud that we are 

reaching this long worked for goal, as is our Board.  We’ll have overturned many, many 

obstacles and reached many goals by the time of our next article update. 

Buffalo Theatre is truly a tremendous benefit to our community and county.  It is enjoyed 

regularly by people from multiple communities.  It is a safe place and an affordable 

place for our young people.  Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution 

to Buffalo Theatre today!   

 


